The social and educational outcome of a cohort of rural children in relation to the racial and socio-economic groupings of their parents.
To evaluate the outcome after a generation of extra health and educational intervention among children whose antenatal and perinatal characteristics appeared influenced by racial origin and socio-economic status. Sixty-five of an original cohort of 103 children born in Cunnamulla, Queensland, 1974-75, remained in the area allowing educational and social outcomes to be assessed: 40 were Aboriginal, 25 were children of unemployed Caucasians and 38 were children of employed Caucasians. The criteria for a successful outcome on leaving school were progression to further education or finding paid employment. Fifty-three of the children who had left school were assessed (the remaining 12 were still at school). Only four of the 30 assessed Aborigines had successful outcomes compared with 10 of the 13 employed Caucasians and three of the 10 unemployed Caucasians. Gender influenced success, with females under-represented such that among the 23 Aboriginal and unemployed Caucasian girls only one had a successful outcome; 13 of these 23 girls were pregnant before finishing secondary education. The educational and social success of Aborigines is poor compared with the children of employed Caucasians. Outcomes for children of unemployed Caucasians are similar to those of Aborigines, suggesting failure of a range of government and community intervention programmes.